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His Grace Bishop Nicholas of Detroit 

was elected to the Episcopate by the 
Holy and Sacred Synod of Constanti-
nople and has been ordained in the 
Holy Cross Church of Brooklyn, New 
York. As of April 18, 1999 Bishop Nich-
olas began his Apostolic work in the 
Diocese. 

Bishop Nicholas continued dedication 
to our community has had an immeas-
urable effect on the young and old 
alike. He truly is a role model of deter-
mination and spiritual leadership. I ex-
tend Bishop Nicholas the best of luck 
for his future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ARTHUR NELSON 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President I rise today to honor Arthur 
Nelson, of Goshen, New Hampshire, for 
his dedicated service to his town and 
the nation. 

Arthur has been an important figure 
in the town of Goshen. His commit-
ment to the community has not gone 
unnoticed. It is for this reason that he 
was chosen Honorary Parade Marshall 
in celebration of the founding of the 
Goshen Volunteer Fire Department. 

In 1939, Arthur helped establish the 
Goshen Volunteer Fire Department. 
This was the beginning of Arthur’s 
long and fulfilling career as a public 
servant to the town of Goshen. Since 
then he has served as fire warden for 
fifty years. During those years he had 
been known to strap on a backpack 
pump and search reported puffs of 
smoke. This intense devotion led him 
to successfully find, and extinguish, 
many wildfires. 

In addition to service to the town of 
Goshen, Arthur has been an active par-
ticipant in fire fighting in Sunapee, 
Croyden, Marlow and Grantham. His 
concern for the safety of his own com-
munity, and those of his neighbors, has 
brought Arthur a tremendous amount 
of respect from all who know him. All 
of these towns join Goshen in recog-
nizing Arthur as a true hero. 

Arthur’s presence in the Goshen Vol-
unteer Fire Department is not his only 
contribution to his community. He has 
been elected and served as a selectman, 
been a part of the Historical Society 
and served on the Conservation Com-
mission. Arthur has also been an active 
member of the Goshen Community 
Church. Among all of his commit-
ments, Arthur was also able to write a 
book in his spare time. Foundations of 
Old Goshen, published in 1980, in a his-
tory of the town he loves. 

At age 91, Arthur can look back on a 
fulfilling life in the town of Goshen. 
His dedication to community service 
should be used as an example for oth-
ers. I want to commend Arthur for his 
commitment to serving his town and 
country. it is an honor to represent 
him in the United States Senate.∑ 

PROTECTING THE EARTH’S SOIL 
FERTILITY JUNE 17—WORLD DAY 
TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION 

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, the 
gradual but accelerating loss of soil 
fertility and productive agricultural 
land worldwide may not be headline- 
grabbing news. But it is the kind of 
threat that, if not addressed, will exac-
erbate global problems of hunger, pov-
erty, migration and conflict over local 
scarce land and water resources in the 
21st century. 

The process of soil erosion and severe 
land degradation, often referred to as 
‘‘desertification,’’ results from over- 
cultivation, deforestation, improper ir-
rigation and drought. Most Americans 
are aware of the phenomenon from our 
own ‘‘dust bowl’’ in the 1930’s when 
hundreds of thousands of farmers were 
forced to abandon their exhausted land. 
Today, dust bowls are occurring in 
more than 90 countries with an alarm-
ing annual loss of 10 million acres of 
productive agricultural land world-
wide. Because of our own successful 
soil and water conservation programs, 
U.S. businesses, universities and non- 
governmental organizations have a 
crucial role to play in providing tech-
nical expertise and support to commu-
nities around the world that are fight-
ing land degradation. 

Today is World Day to Combat 
Desertification, which marks the fifth 
anniversary of a coordinated inter-
national initiative to address the land 
degradation problem. In recognition of 
this observance, I would like to share a 
recent Christian Science Monitor op-ed 
piece on the seriousness of land deg-
radation in Africa written by His Ex-
cellency Mamadou Mansour Seck, Sen-
egal’s Ambassador to the United 
States. 

I ask that the article be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The article follows: 
SHRINKING FORESTS—WILL U.S. AID IN THE 

GREENING OF WORLD’S ‘‘DUST BOWLS’’? 
(By Mamadou Mansour Seck) 

As a young pilot 40 years ago, flying over 
my country of Senegal and across Africa’s 
Sahel region, I remember looking down on 
vast stretches of green fields and forests. 
Today the view is of a yellowish brown land-
scape that’s growing barren. 

Like many African countries, Senegal is 
losing precious agricultural land to a process 
of soil erosion and degradation known as 
‘‘desertification.’’ It occurs when land that 
receives little or irregular rainfall is over-
cultivated, overgrazed, deforested, or other-
wise stripped of its soil-fixing vegetative 
cover. 

Worldwide, with more than 10 million acres 
of farm land becoming unproductive each 
year, ‘‘dust bowls’’ are multiplying and rais-
ing legitimate concern about our planet’s ca-
pacity to feed its rapidly growing popu-
lation. 

In Africa and elsewhere, desertification 
fuels a downward cycle of poverty and hun-
ger, which leads to migration from rural 
areas to overcrowded urban centers includ-
ing those in North America and Europe. 

Desertification can lead to conflict over 
scarce resources, threatening to undermine 
the progress Africa is making toward democ-
racy and economic reform. 

But desertification is not inevitable. The 
U.S. can play a larger role in stemming the 
tide by ratifying the Convention to Combat 
Desertification, already ratified by 150 other 
countries. 

The 1994 Convention focuses on food secu-
rity and poverty reduction. It also promotes 
African self-reliance, a shift from aid to 
trade, the sustainable use of natural re-
sources, and the benefits of democratic par-
ticipation. 

The U.S. signed the treaty in 1994, and 
President Clinton, during his trip last year 
to Africa, reaffirmed U.S. support for it. But 
U.S. interests in an economically healthy 
and politically stable Africa would be well 
served by ratification by the Senate. 

The desertification convention provides a 
coordinated international framework to 
channel technical and financial resources to 
communities where the fight against the 
interrelated problems of desertification and 
poverty must be waged. 

Under the treaty, developing countries 
must engage local communities and organi-
zations of farmers, herders, women, and 
youth in a ‘‘bottom up’’ process to devise na-
tional action programs. 

Senegal and other desertified countries 
around the world are now active in this joint 
public-private planning process. Senegal’s 
capital, Dakar, recently hosted the Second 
Conference of Parties to the Convention, at-
tended by more than 140 countries. 

Much more progress could be made with 
the help of the U.S., which has successful 
community-based soil and water conserva-
tion programs and is recognized as one of the 
world’s leaders on fighting desertification. 
The technical resources of American univer-
sities, research institutions, and businesses 
are urgently needed in the Convention-gen-
erated partnerships with communities 
around the world. 

Unchecked, desertification will continue to 
foster food crises, poverty, conflict, migra-
tion, floods and other environmental disas-
ters. No nation is immune from the con-
sequences. 

Africa’s 750 million people look to the U.S. 
for leadership on many issues, and 
desertification is one of the closest to our 
hearts. We look forward to welcoming the 
U.S. as a full partner to the convention.∑ 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2000 

On June 16, 1999, the Senate passed S. 
1186, the Energy and Water Develop-
ment Appropriations Act, 2000. The 
text of the bill follows: 

S. 1186 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the following sums 
are appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2000, for en-
ergy and water development, and for other 
purposes, namely: 

TITLE I 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 

The following appropriations shall be ex-
pended under the direction of the Secretary 
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